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JONAS MEKAS – BIOGRAPHICAL FACTS

1922	December 24 - Jonas Mekas is born to Elžbieta and Povilas Mekas, farmers in the rural village of Semeniškiai, in northeast Lithuania.
1944	July 12 - Jonas and his younger brother Adolfas leave Lithuania as war intensifies in the region. The brothers board a train for Vienna.
July 20 - Jonas and Adolfas reach Elmshorn (a suburb of Hamburg), where their train, hitched to cars carrying Russian and Polish prisoners of war, is stopped. Everyone aboard is taken to a Nazi labor camp. 
1945	March - The Elmshorn factory, where the brothers are forced to work, is shut down and Jonas and Adolfas are reassigned to Kiel, in northern Germany. The brothers plan an escape to Sweden by way of Denmark, but after a false start they are assigned to work on the farm of Otto Thiessen, in the village of Neuhof, where they remain until the end of the war.
May - As World War II ends, Jonas and Adolfas are assigned to Camp Murwick, a displaced persons (DP) camp in Flensburg, in northern Germany.
August - Jonas and Adolfas transfer to a DP camp in Wiesbaden and settle in with nearly 2,000 Lithuanian refugees. Jonas edits the daily Wiesbaden Naujienos (Wiesbaden News).
1946	May - Jonas and Adolfas register to study philosophy and literature at the University of Mainz. Giedra, a Wiesbaden-based publisher, releases Jonas and Adolfas’ Trys broliai ir kitos pasakos (Three Brothers and Other Tales), a book of children’s stories.
1947	The Mekas brothers write Knyga apie karalius ir žmones (A Book on Kings and Men), filled with literary sketches, fairy tales, and poems. The book is published by Patria, one of many publishing houses established in DP camps focusing on Lithuanian literature. Giedra also publishes their book Iš pasaku krašto: Rinktinės įvairių tautų pasakos (From Fairyland: A Collection of Tales of Different Nations).
August - The Wiesbaden DP camp closes and Jonas and Adolfas transfer to another DP camp in Mattenberg, a suburb of Kassel, Germany.
1948	Jonas and Adolfas establish an avant-garde literary journal called Žvilgsniai (Glimpses) while living in the DP camp. Jonas releases Semeniškių idilės (Semeniškiai Idylls), a book of pastoral poetry, including illustrations by the poet and artist Leonas Lėtas.
1949	April - Povilas Variakojis, a friend of Jonas’ uncle Jašinskas, secures jobs in a Chicago bakery for the brothers so they can apply for U.S. visas.
June 3 - The Mekas brothers are transferred to a DP camp in Schwäbisch Gmünd, in southern Germany.
October – With the assistance of the International Refugee Organization, Jonas and Adolfas emigrate to the United States, docking in New York City while en route to Chicago. Instead of continuing on, they decide to remain in New York. 
1950	Jonas and Adolfas begin attending screenings at Cinema 16, which Jonas describes as his Sunday church and university.
April - Jonas and Adolfas put down a deposit on their first Bolex at Peerless Camera Stores. Povilas Klybas, the former mayor of Biržai, serves as guarantor.
1951	Jonas meets George Maciunas, a fellow Lithuanian émigré and Cooper Union art student, through George’s sister, Nijole Maciunas.
1952	August - Jonas writes to Hans Richter to ask about enrolling in the Institute for Film Techniques. Richter allows Mekas to attend for free. Jonas serves as program director of the Film Study Group with Gideon Bachmann, organizing screenings and talks.
1953	October–December - Jonas, Adolfas, and Louis Brigante begin organizing film screenings for Gallery East at 7 Avenue A. 
1954	June - Jonas, Adolfas, and George Capsis organize Film Forum, a group for the advancement of the art of film.
December - Jonas and Adolfas establish Film Culture, the first internationally distributed magazine for American experimental cinema. George Maciunas contributes to the design and layout. 
1955	January - The first issue of Film Culture is released. 
1958	November - Jonas pitches a film review column to Jerry Tallmer at the Village Voice and Tallmer agrees to the idea. Mekas returns the next day with a review of the film Pather Panchali (1955) by Satyajit Ray. With his column “Movie Journal”, Mekas becomes the newspaper’s first fulltime film critic.
1960	Summer - Jonas begins filming Guns of the Trees, his first feature. Jonas is the film’s writer, director, and cinematographer.
September 28 - At a meeting at the Producers Theatre at 135 West 36th Street, a group of filmmakers, led by Jonas, formulates the idea for the New American Cinema Group (NACG).
September - The second meeting of the NACG takes place at the Bleecker Street Cinema. The group releases its first statement, proclaiming the existence of a New American Cinema movement that rejects the “slickness” and superficiality of “official cinema” in favor of one that is “rough, unpolished, but alive.”
1961	March - George Maciunas and a fellow Lithuanian, Almus Salcius, found AG Gallery at 925 Madison Avenue.
July - The New American Cinema Group (NACG) is formally established.
August - Guns of the Trees premieres at an invitation-only midnight screening at the Bleecker Street Cinema.
1962	January - The Film-Makers’ Cooperative is established as a subsidiary of the NACG to distribute avant-garde and experimental films. Both the Coop and Film Culture magazine are headquartered in Jonas’ live/work loft at 414 Park Avenue South.
July - Guns of the Trees wins grand prize at the Second International Free Cinema Festival in Porretta Terme, Italy.
1964	January - Jonas and Barbara Rubin hold an illegal screening of Jack Smith’s Flaming Creatures at the Third Experimental Film Festival in Knokke-le-Zoute, Belgium, by detaining the projectionist and seizing the projection booth. Mekas is a juror for the festival. 
Late February - The night after the final performance of Kenneth H. Brown’s play The Brig, produced by Judith Malina, Julian Beck, and the cast of the Living Theatre, Jonas and the troupe break into the Midway Theatre. Mekas was overwhelmed by The Brig’s dehumanizing depiction of military life and the Living Theatre’s sparse set and brutal acting. He decided to create a record of the performance as if he were making a documentary film of a real event.
July 24–25 - Mekas, Andy Warhol, John Palmer, Gerard Malanga, and Henry Geldzahler film Empire between 8:00 PM and 2:30 AM. Jonas acts as cinematographer. The 485-minute film captures an illuminated Empire State Building in a single, continuous, black-and-white shot.
August–September - The Brig wins grand prize for Best Documentary at the Venice Film Festival.
December - Jonas films Award Presentation to Andy Warhol at the Factory, depicting Mekas presenting Film Culture’s Sixth Independent Film Award to the artist.
1966	Jonas creates three short films: Hare Krishna, Notes on the Circus, and Cassis. They eventually become part of Walden (Diaries, Notes, and Sketches) (1969).
January - Jonas and Barbara Rubin film The Velvet Underground’s first performance at the New York Society for Clinical Psychiatry’s annual banquet. Jonas incorporates the footage into Walden (Diaries, Notes, and Sketches).
June - Jonas is honored with a gold medal by the Philadelphia College of Art.
1967	August - George Maciunas develops a “Fluxhouse” at 80 Wooster Street in SoHo. Fluxhouses were nonprofit housing cooperatives offering affordable live/work spaces to artists.
December - The Film-Makers’ Cinematheque opens Cinematheque I on the ground floor of 80 Wooster Street. The space offers an experimental showcase to anyone wanting to screen films or present mixed-media events.
1969	Spring - Jonas Mekas, Jerome Hill, P. Adams Sitney, Peter Kubelka, and Stan Brakhage begin to draw up plans for Anthology Cinema, which will become the Anthology Film Archives.
December - Jonas’ first complete diary film, Walden (Diaries, Notes, and Sketches), premieres at the Elgin Theater.
1970	November 30 - Anthology Film Archives opens at Joseph Papp’s Public Theater at 425 Lafayette Street. Jonas and the film theorist P. Adams Sitney serve as codirectors. It includes a 90-seat theater called the Invisible Cinema, designed by filmmaker and architect Peter Kubelka.
1971	Summer - Jonas and Adolfas return to their hometown of Semeniškiai, Lithuania, for the first time since fleeing in 1944. The visit becomes the basis for the film Reminiscences of a Journey to Lithuania (1972).
1972  Summer - Jonas teaches photography and filmmaking to Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis’ children, John and Caroline, at Warhol’s home in Montauk. They are accompanied by Lee Radziwill and her children Anthony and Christina, Peter Beard, and a rotating cast of characters that includes Elia Kazan, Mick Jagger, and Warhol. Footage from that summer becomes This Side of Paradise (1999).
October - Reminiscences of a Journey to Lithuania premieres at the 10th New York Film Festival. It is screened with Adolfas Mekas’ film Going Home (1972), on the same subject.
1974	Anthology Film Archives relocates to 80 Wooster Street. Shigeko Kubota becomes its first curator of video under Jonas (until 1982).
June - Jonas marries Hollis Melton, a photographer.
November 3 – Their daughter Oona is born.
Fall - The Mekas family moves to 491 Broadway in SoHo, the last Fluxhouse.
1975	Jonas ends publication of the Movie Journal column in the Village Voice.
1976	September - Lost, Lost, Lost premieres at the New American Filmmakers series at the Whitney Museum of American Art.
1977	Jonas receives a Guggenheim Fellowship. Jonas teaches the course “The New York Avant-Garde Film Scene” at the New School for Social Research.
1978	Jonas teaches the workshop “Documentary Methods and Theory” at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge.
1979	August - Jonas purchases the Second Avenue Courthouse for $50,000 as the permanent home of Anthology Film Archives (AFA). 
1981 	December 9 – Jonas’ son Sebastian is born.
1983 	Jonas’ first exhibition is held at the Hara Museum of Contemporary Art in Tokyo. 
1987	Jonas receives a video camera from Sony and begins experimenting with the medium.
1988	October - Anthology Film Archives opens in the courthouse building after a decade-long renovation. The space houses two theaters, an archive, and a library.
1989	Jonas is given the 33rd Annual Creative Arts Award by Brandeis University. 
1990	Scenes from the Life of Andy Warhol is released.
1991	The first edition of Jonas’ postwar diary I Had Nowhere to Go is published by Black Thistle Press.
1992	Jonas is honored as a Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French Ministry of Culture. 
Jonas’ works are displayed in exhibitions at the Galerie nationale du Jeu de Paume and the agnès b. Galerie du Jour, Paris, the Still Gallery, Edinburgh, and Metropolitan Museum of Photography, Tokyo.
1995	Jonas receives the Lithuanian National Award.
1997	Jonas’ works are presented at the Madrid Art Fair and an exhibition held at the Contemporary Art Centre in Vilnius.
2000	Jonas is honored as an Officier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French Ministry of Culture.
November - As I Was Moving Ahead Occasionally I Saw Brief Glimpses of Beauty, Jonas’ last 16mm film, premieres at the London Film Festival. 
2002	Jonas’ films are screened at Documenta 11, Kassel.
2003	Jonas’ installation is displayed at Utopia Station Pavilion at the Venice Biennale, frozen film frames exhibitions are held at Maison Européenne de la Photographie and Centre National de la Photographie, Paris, and at the Sideshow Gallery, Brooklyn.
2004	491 Broadway is sold and Jonas moves to Greenpoint, Brooklyn. The event becomes the subject of A Letter from Greenpoint (2004). After fifteen years of experimentation with the format, Jonas considers this his first mature video work.
2005	June–November - Jonas represents Lithuania at the 51st Venice Biennale with Celebration of the Small and Personal in the Time of Bigness, curated by Liutauras Pšibilskis and Lolita Jablonskienė.
2006 	Reminiscences of a Journey to Lithuania is included in the Library of Congress’s National Film Registry. Jonas accepts an award from the Directors Guild of America honoring Anthology Film Archives for “preserving and promoting independent and avant-garde filmmaking.”
2007	Jonas undertakes the 365 Day Project, in which he releases a short (2–15 min.) video each day on his website, jonasmekas.com. The footage dates from the late 1980s to 2007.
	The exhibition Jonas Mekas: The Beauty of Friends Being Together is shown at MoMA PS1, New York.	
2011	February - Jonas’s video Sleepless Nights Stories, composed of twenty-five vignettes of his life and inspired by One Thousand and One Nights, premieres at the Berlin Film Festival.
May 31 - Adolfas Mekas dies.
December - Sleepless Nights Stories has its American premiere at Anthology Film Archives.
2012	Jonas receives the Carry Your Light and Believe Award from the Ministry of Culture of Lithuania.
Jonas' film retrospective and the 365 Day Project are shown at the Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris. The exhibition Jonas Mekas is held at Serpentine Gallery, London.
2013	January - Jonas receives the Commandeur de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres from the French Ministry of Culture at a ceremony in New York.
The exhibitions Jonas Mekas/The Fluxus Wall at Bozar, Brussels, The Sixties Quartet at Kiasma, Helsinki, and Let Me Introduce Myself, My Russian Friends! at the State Hermitage Museum, Saint Petersburg are shown.
2016	Douglas Gordon produces the film I Had Nowhere to Go about Mekas’ life.
2017	Jonas is elected to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Jonas’ works are displayed at Documenta 14, Athens and Kassel. The retrospective of films Again Again It All Comes Back To Me In Brief Glimpses is screened at MMCA, Seoul.
2019	January 23 - Jonas dies at his home in Brooklyn at the age of ninety-six.
June -July - The exhibition Jonas Mekas: Let Me Dream Utopias at Rupert, Vilnius, continued one of the last proposals for a project by Jonas, focusing on poetry and its importance to his artistic life.
November - Jonas’ final work, Requiem, premieres at the Shed, New York.

An extended list of Jonas Mekas’ honors and awards, filmography, exhibitions, and publications can be found at jonasmekas.com 

Information about “Jonas Mekas 100!” program is provided by Lithuanian Culture Institute. Please contact us via komunikacija@lithuanianculture.lt if you have any inquiries about the program.
Information is provided by Lithuanian Culture Institute. 
Please contacts us via komunikacija@lithuanianculture.lt if you have any inquiries about “Jonas Mekas 100!” program.  
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