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CELEBRATING JONAS MEKAS 100


In 2022, the world and Lithuania celebrate the life and work of Jonas Mekas, one of the country's most prominent cultural figures of the 20th and 21st centuries and a global cultural phenomenon in his own right, considered by many to be the "godfather of avant-garde cinema".

Throughout his life, Mekas always emphasized and cherished his Lithuanian roots. After fleeing the foreign occupation of his native land, he arrived in New York City, in his own words "at exactly the right moment", joining thousands of others escaping the devastation wrought by destructive ideologies and tyrannical regimes in Europe. One might say that Mekas left one village, his native Semeniškiai in northern Lithuania, and immersed himself in the life of another - the Village thriving in and around lower Manhattan, and in its landmark publication, the Village Voice, helping to shape American and global culture so profoundly in the latter half of the 20th century. 

Mekas' name is most often associated with the United States, and with this expansive centennial observance, other countries now have the opportunity to learn more about his work. Indeed, the impact of Mekas’ unique worldview and personal experience on many world-renowned artists still awaits deeper reflection and appreciation. 

After founding the magazine Film Culture in 1954 with his brother Adolfas, four years later Mekas began his long collaboration with the Village Voice, launched only three years prior, serving as its first film critic. Starting with his first films in the early 1960s, he went on to create an extensive body of what he called "poetic cinema", eschewing drama and linear narratives and capturing "the small, intimate moments that describe daily reality." 

Beyond his own creative pursuits, however, Mekas' most enduring legacy may lie in his tireless efforts as a curator and catalyst of non-commercial film. With his brother Adolfas Mekas, he founded the Film-Makers' Cooperative in 1962, which grew into the Anthology Film Archives 1964, now one of the largest collections of avant-garde film in the world. Over the decades, Mekas collaborated with and befriended a host of iconic cultural figures from the era, including the Fluxus movement founded by fellow Lithuanian George Maciunas, as well as Andy Warhol, Salvador Dalí, John Lennon, Yoko Ono, Allen Ginsburg, and many others.

And while the role Mekas played at a pivotal moment in cinematic and global cultural history is drawing new attention, the true impact of his work can only be fully appreciated within the context of his personal experiences growing up in the country of his birth which, like so many others of his generation, he was forced to flee in the face of foreign occupation. Indeed, Mekas' own extensive contributions to literature, particularly his poetry and diaries, are less familiar to audiences outside Lithuania.

This centennial celebration, Jonas Mekas 100!, seeks to expand global recognition of his work and encourage a deeper exploration of Mekas’ prolific contributions to cinema, film criticism, cultural organization, and, in particular, his body of poems and prose, now published in Lithuanian, French, German, English, Japanese, Hebrew, and many other languages. 

The centennial programme features over 50 events in an expanding list of countries, including: Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, South Korea, Sweden, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The vast scope of Mekas’ contribution to global cultural is examined through film screenings and retrospectives, exhibitions, readings, workshops, new publications and translations of Mekas’ writings, and concerts celebrating the spirit of his work, among other events. 

The Jonas Mekas 100! programme features a very special logo created by his family and friends in collaboration with designer Anastasia Zizliauskas in New York, and adapted by the Acid design agency in Lithuania. The logo combines a replica of Mekas’ own signature with its uncanny resemblance to his famous fedora, and the programme’s name “Jonas Mekas 100!” – captured in the typeface of his faithful Olympia Deluxe typewriter, which had sacrificed the exclamation point, among other keys, to make room for special Lithuanian language characters, compelling Mekas to improvise, when needed, with a combined comma and period, or even just writing in an exclamation point by hand.

The centennial programme is a joint international collaboration between leading art and cinema organisations, curators, publishers, the global network of Lithuanian cultural attachés, the Estate of Jonas Mekas, and the Lithuanian Culture Institute. The project is partially funded by the Ministry of Culture of Lithuania.


Information is provided by Lithuanian Culture Institute. 
Please contact us via komunikacija@lithuanianculture.lt if you have any inquiries about “Jonas Mekas 100!” program.
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